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Spring Checklist

Time for a springinspection

Take note of:
Cold, ice or snow damage on plants
Beds that will need to be cleaned out
Hardscaping elements—walls, fences, benches, sheds, trellis
shifted, bowed or rotted P
Evidence of new animal burrows from skunls,
groundhogs or rabbits. Also, note any deer.ape

Address hardscaping issues now
In early spring before the grol

A good hygiene in your garden beds will help to keep pests and diseases at
bay. Ideally just before your spring bulbs start to pop up, clean the plant debris out of
your garden beds:

Fallen branches

Matted down leaves

Lastyear’s perennial foliage

Ornamental grasses and perennial hibiscus
Any annuals you didn’t remove last fall

Pruning

Followthe general rule that floweri
growth) can be trimmed in spring.
butterfly bush, smoaoth hyd

space or grown large enough tosplit. Inmost
1ove perennials in the opposite season of when they
) mg summer and fall blooming perennials in spring, and
spring bloom D nan.mals in fall. This avoids disrupting their bloom cycle.

Test and Feed your garden soil

Once you know what your garden soil needs based on your test results, talk with
someone at your local garden center about which specific fertilizer or mulch to use,
always following package instructions for best results.
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Spring Checklist

Maintenance
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Plant Care Info

Common hatme:

Botanical name:

Annual (J Perennial (] Biennial (]

Description:

Seed (] Start(] DatePlanted: o

Location:

Fertilizer: N-P-K:

Feeding Schedule/Amount:

Pests/Diseases: Treatment:
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Plant Care Info

Common name:

Botanical name:

Annual (] Perennial (] Biennial (]  USDA -

Description:

Seed [] Start(] DatePlanted:

Location:

Width:

Sun Exposure: |

Fertilizer:

Feeding Schedule/Amount:

Pests/Diseases: Treatment:
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Plant Care Info
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Summer Checklist

Water Your Garden

If you experience dry summers or a dry weather pattern, you may wish to water your
garden to keep it looking its best. Most cormmon garden plants prefer an average of
1inch of water a week. It's begt to apply that inch all at once to encours

to sink down more deeply in the soil.

It’s important to pull them from your garden, because weeds steal moisture and

mutrients from your plants. Many weeds also encourage insect pests and diseasesto
move in or take over. Weeds are eagsiest to pull when they're young and small; moist
501l makes this task even easier. Another reason to tackle them while they're young:

2,000 seeds in ayear.

Watch for Pests
Aswith weeding, keeping an eye on pests an
But midsummer is a particularly impo;
Some of the more conmmon mids
beetles, Grasshoppers, Jap se be gs, To
fr treatment advice on cormmon

acling
mmany of your annuals and perennials, you might see
prevents plants from producing seeds, so they put more

Harve g

Daon't let hot weather keep you out of the vegetable garden. Continue your harvests to
encourage your plants to produce and tolimit pest and disease problems. (Insects are
attracted to overripe vegetables that fall off the plant and begin to rot.)
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Summer Checklist

Maintenance
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Plant Care Info
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Autumn Checklist

Deal withfallenleaves

Turf grass won't tolerate thicklayers of leaves well. If you don't have alot of leaves,
skip raking and mow over them to chop them into smaller pieces that will add
nutrients to the soil. -

Seed orlaysod
Cool temperatures combined with late fall rain make far
establishing new lawns or repairs inmost regiong..

Aerate your lawn ) s
Plan to aerate high-traffic areas ant Y 1 il otherwise, every
2-3 yearswill do.

Keep up with _
1 weeds will start proliferating as the
v as many as possible in the perrenial beds

erennials planted this growing yvear and those that are frost-tender in
yOur area.

Plant spring-blooming bulbs
Tulips, daffodils, and many other spring-blooming bulbs are best planted mlate
September or October.

Dispose of diseased or pest-ridden plants
Remove anyleaves, stems, and whole plants Wlth dis@
problems the following year.

Put away stakes, labels, and ot
Asyouremove plants, don’

Lotl r tropical bulbs and tubers will not
them up shortly after the fohage turns

don't get mower blades, Use afile torestore their sharp edges. Then coat with a
bit of vegetable oil to prevent rust over the winter.
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Autumn Checklist

Maintenance
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Winter Checklist

Irrigation
Toprevent freeze damage, turn off your irrigation system and drain the lines. Wrap
exposed pipes. Disconnect and coll the hoses, then store them mdoors until spring.

Clean out sprayers
Empty and wash out your spraying equipment with soap and w:
Rinse and allow to air dry before stowing them away

Storeliguids
Check the labels of your fertilizer a
stored indoors for the winter.

' on & sanitation
‘ked trees with spiral tree guards to prevent sun scald. If you

tthelowest portions of the trunks. Pick up any fallen fruit, to prevent the
over-wintering of pests and diseases,

Prune

Winter is the ideal time to prune deciduous trees becanse they are dormant
Prune dead branches and shape trees. Step back and look atthe tre

before pruning. Envision what the tree will look like after the beé

Take notes and plan new heds
What do youneed to do next spring?
What plants will you need tofill the gag
What are your dreams for your outda
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Winter Checklist
Yard & Lawn
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Companion Plants

Companion Plantingin gardening and agriculture is the planting of
different crops in proximity for any of a number of different reasons:

Deterring pests: Certain plants act as insect repellents or deter critters.
Attracting beneficials: Some plants also attract beneficial insects.

Shade regulation: Large plants provide shade for sma]ler plants ]nneed of
sun protection. X

Natural supports: Tall plants can su,p,port lcrwer - SrOWing, sprawh:ﬂ erops such
as peas.

Improved planthealth: When Qneplaht absorbs@ertain substances from the
soil, itmay change thesoil blochemls.tly mfm;or of nearby plants.

Improving soil fortili A Somie efops, like beans, peas, and other legumes, help
tamiake nitrogen mcme ava]lable inthe soil.

Weed shpprqssion:-plantmg sprawling crops with tall, upright plants minimizes
open areasiwhere weeds typically take hold.

Companion Plant Attributes

Nasturtium Plant Nasturtiums as a sacrificial crop. Cabbage white
butterflies will lay their eggs on Nasturtinm plantgzkeeping
caterpillars away from your cabbage, kale ande@uliflower.

Calendula Calendula flowers are highly attractive to pollating@insects
which will n turn pollinate your'zggchhﬁ ﬂowergsd

Spring onions Sow spring onions ambngst your caprots - the sme]l aof
onicn deters carfot rootfly.

Mint Thear@matic leaves of mint help conf@e'cérrot rootfly,
who'tind the ir hestthrough scent.

Chives \ "The onioniscent lel deter aphids.

Gdrlic © The simell df?é'arlib helps to deter aphids.

Chiﬁéﬁ','l‘-’hyme |\ \The é‘t'rbng scent of these herbs deters aphids and blackfly.

Sweet peas 7 Sweet peas will attract pollinating insects which will in turn
e help to pollinate your bean flowers.

French marigold Thepungentsmell of Frenchmarigolds deters whitefly.

Basil Basil reportedly improves tomato flavor and the strong
scent of their leaves also deters aphids.

b8
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Friends

Foes

Beets
Broceoli
Cabbage
Carrots

Cauliflower
Celery
Corn
Cucumbers

Eggplant
Peas

Potatoes
Radishes

Savory
Squash
Strawberry
Tomatoes,

Garlie
Onions
Beppers

Sunflowers

Cabbage

Beans
Celery
Cucumbers

Dill
Kale
Lettuce

Onions
Potatoes

s

Sﬁinach

Thyme

Erocéoli
Cauliflower

‘Stfawberry
Tomatoes

Carrots

Beans
Lettueg
Onicng

Parsley

Peas " |

Radishes
Rosemany

Sage
Tomatoes

Anise
Dill

Beans

Suciumbers

Lettuce
Melons

Peas
Potatoes

Squash
Sunflowers

Tomatoes

Cucumbers

Beans
Cabbage

Cauliflower
Corn

Lettuce
Peas

Radishes
Sunflowers

Herbs
Melons
Potatoes

Lettuce

Asparagus
Beets
Bruss. Spr.
Cabbage

Carrots
Corn
Cucumbers
Eggplants

Onions
Peas
Patatoes
Radishes

Spinach
Strawberry

Sunflowers,

Tomatogs

Broceoli

Onions

Beets
Broceoli
Cabbage
Carrots

Carrots
Lettuce

Peppers

Potates

Spinach

Tomatoes

Beans

Peasal
Sage

Peppers

Basil
Corignder

Spinach

Tomatoes

Beans
Kohirabi

Radighes

* Basil _
Coriander

Spinach

Tomatoes

Hyssop
Kohirabi
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Tomatoes

Asparigs

Basil

Beans
Barage

Melons
Onions
Parsley
Peppers

Radishes
Spinach
Thyme

Broceoli
Bruss. Spr.
Cabhage
Cauliflower
Corn

Kale
Potatoes
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Fertilizing Basies

When it comes to fertilizing, more does not mean better. It is possible to overfeed
your plants. Toomuch fertilizer can damage and maybe even kill yvour plants. Before
applying any fertilizer, it’s a good idea to have yoursoil pH tested so you can selectthe
type and formula that suits your plants’ needs. The availability of nutriefts already in
your soil is somewhat dependent onthe pH, a measurement of i il

The three essential elements that all plants nee
potassium—ar N-P-K, the proportions of ah
fertilizer package. For instance, a 2 4  fertilizerlabe -20 means
thateach chemical element—N, P,
total formula.

ical involved in photosynthesis—how plants convert
s supports the vigorous development of roots, stemns, blossoms,

{=Potassium plays a key role in helping plants digest and manufacture
their foods.

The element percentages are offered in various proportions to suit different fertilizer
needs. If you are looking to boost flower production, you want a mix like 15-30-15,
which is high in flower-developing phosphorus. If you want to gree our lawn,
choose amixlike 25-6-4, which is high in nitrogen. Yourlocal g8 center can help
vou with pH testing and finding the right fertilizer for yeu S
Garden Center Notes: a

oot ood
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Soil pH - Levels and Testing

Soil pH is ameasure of the acidity vs the alkalinity of the soil, and determines the
capacity of that soil to exchange nutrients with plants growing in it.

Healthy plants should be able to get all of the nutrients they need from the scil.
Butif'your soil is too acidic or too alkaline, those nutrients won't be ava]lable, no
matter how much fertilizer you add.

Acidity hag a strong effect on the ability of plants to take up se]l nutrlerrl;s 5 We]l as
upon the well being of soil organisms.

Most nutrients that plants need canbe chenuca]ly assmlﬂatad when the pH of the
soll solution ranges from 6.0 to 7.5. . ¥

Below pH 6.0 (acidic), some nutrients| such as mtrogen phosphgrus and
potassium, are less available.,

When pH exceeds 7.5 (a].kalme) iron; mangaﬁese an.d;;vhosphorus are less available.
So getting your soil pI-I r;lght is absalute]y essla,l forhealthy and nutrient plants.

pHis measured on ascale of 1—14
Acid _ %l Neutral Alkaline

0 1 gl

A pH below 7 indicates Acidic soil
ApH of 7 mdicates Neutral soil
A pH above 7 mdicates Alkaline soil

Testing soil pH with a Testing Kit

These can be found at your local garden center. Use asmall sample of soj_l,taken 4-4
inches from the surface, and follow the instructions in the kit. Use the eéelor chart
that comes with the kit and match to your soil sample testre,ﬁults Each cbler
indicates what level pH your scil is.

Howto Adjust Soil pH for Your Garden ;
Most garden soils have a pIH between 5.58nd 8.0. Th_ls numberhel}:rs yau &eternu.ne
when and how to adjust your gazden soﬂ’&‘;pH level:Ifthe pH level isbelow 6, the soil
is too acidic, and youneed to add g’rmundhnwstone‘ Ifthe measurement is ahove 7.5,
the soil is too alkalinefér most vegegmble:s?and you geed'to add soil sulfur.

Limestone - raises spil pHireducing acidlty
Sulfur - 10wers soil pH. 4 mcreasmg amd],ty

Howmuch hmestoneér sulﬁn‘ do youneed?
All Cooperatlvé.Extem.l_;m Service offices, any soil lab, and garden centers have
charts showinghow much lime or sulfur to add to correct apH imbalance.

Record yo.ﬁ'r results in your Garden Planner. You may need toreference your test
results at alater date, as they may change overtime.

Test your soil annually to monitor what your garden’s nutritional requirements are.




Beneficial Insects

Just because an insectis on aplant doesn’t mean that it’s doing damage.
Most of the insects usually seen in the home landscape are either beneficial to the
garden or just innocent bystanders. Make use of local garden centers tohelp

Spiders

All spiders are predators,
Others, such as jump

kill caterpillars (including armyworms, cutwormms, and grubs) and
other insects, as well as small snails and slugs. Both adults and larvae

Hover Flies (Syrphid Flies)

These non-biting and ngn-§
bees, in that they usuélly]
ar black str

‘king even low numbers of aphids.

Yellow jackets , one of the most aggressive wasps, nest inthe ground
or in enclosed paper nests, and are one-half to five-eighths inch long,
with black and yellow stripes.

The yellow jacket populations peak inlate swmmer. Yellow jackets
are important predators of caterpillars and other soft-bodied insects.

62
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Plants for Pollinators

Honey bees are the most recognizable and primary pollinator. Other pollinators
include birds, moths, bats, butterflies and other insects.

Pollinators play a key role in ensuring we have an abundant food supply and Avibrant
ecosystens. One way you can contribute to pollinator health is by gre@img a pallinator
friendly plants in your garden. Providing safe and healthy gazdens canreducestress,
improve nutrition and supply robust habitats for pollinatérs..

Spring flowering shrubs
These spring bloomers provide eye-c atehmg ﬂowars for you as Wellas pollen and
nectar for the early bees and beneficial mseets.

Azaleas Lilacs . 9 Forsythia Fothergilla

Bulbs.

Manyt Spring- plantedbulbs origitte from tropical elimates and won't tolerate eold
temperatiFesiWait toplant these tender bulbs until all danger of frost is past and the
soil temperature i§ above 55 degrees Fahrenheit.

Anemone — ! Begonias Culadium Ciulla Lilies
Canna Lilies Crocosmia Dahlias FElephant Fars
Freesia Gladiolus Lilies Liatris

Annuals

Planting annnals in the spring and giving them some basic care througliont the
growing season will give you apayback of endless summmer color. Typigally, garden
centers sell the appropriate annuals forthe seagon at hande ér soon td_ﬁomé.

Impatiens Petunias Gerafiiums., : Marigol&$ y
Zinnias Ageratum Dlandevillus W Salvidis, 1
Swreet Pea Vine Seaevolas Pentas \ >

Fruit Trees and Bughes

Some fruit trees and shrubs.c anngt po]l]nate themselves orif'they can, then it’s not
highly efféetive. In this case a dlﬁ'erent variety must be planted nearby to ensure a
large h,a;rvest of fruits, Plants t]mtg’mera]ly require apollinator are:

Dwarf Apple Bl_wbe?ry Pear
Mulberries Sweet Cherry Plum

Other fruittrees and shrubs are self pollinating and donot require another variety to
produce alarge crop of fruits. In this case, no second pollinizing plant is needed.

Strawberry Roaspberry Grape Blackberry
Sour cherry Nectarine Peach Apricot
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